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Besides the tricks which he played for his livelihood, he
was continually contriving some new device against the
sergeants of the watch. On one occasion he got together
three or four rustics, made them drink like Templars in
the evening, then took them out to the College of Na-
varre, where he waited till the watch were coming up the
street. Then they took a tumbrel and drove it as hard
as they could down the hill, so that the poor watch
were tumbled over each other like pigs. At another
time he laid a train of gunpowder at a certain place
where the watch were to pass, firing it at the moment
they were coming. " Thus his delight was to see their
grace in running away, thinking that St Anthony's fire
was in their legs." He took also enormous pleasure in
playing tricks upon the Masters of Arts and Doctors of
the university, into whose hoods he would drop loath-
some and evil-smelling compounds. He loved to whip
the pages whom he met in the street carrying wine to
their masters. In his coat, which contained six-and-
twenty little pockets, were sharp penknives for cut-
ting purses; bottles of verjuice, which he threw in
people's eyes; burs stuck with goose-feathers, which he
dropped on the head and robes of honest people; little
horns and C[uills full of fleas, which he poured down
the necks of young ladies as they knelt in church;
hooks and crochets, with which he secretly hooked
together men and women in church, especially those
who were well dressed; squibs with tinder, and matches
for lighting them; burning-glasses with which (always
at church) he drove people nearly mad; needle and
thread, by means of which a good many tricks are
possible; a bottle of oil, with which he would smear